
Dear Parents

It has been great to welcome everyone back to school this 
week. Some families had stayed home in the rain whilst others 
journeyed overseas to experience warmer climes. Everyone 
has their own story to tell and I know that the children have 
enjoyed catching up with their friends and teachers again.

I was in the group who stayed home and the weather allowed 
me time to catch up on some reading, both professional and 
personal. I was particularly struck by the similar message in 
two quite separate readings.

In the first,  noted brain research expert Eric Jensen discussed 
recent research findings about the connection between stress 
and gratitude. Whilst it is well known that exercise can reduce 
stress, so can many other things, including cultivating an 
attitude of gratitude. It is, according to UC Davis scientist Dr. 
Emmons, a "chosen attitude." He says we must be willing to 
recognize and acknowledge our blessings, wherever they come 
from. If we roll up our sleeves and commit ourselves to 
becoming grateful, we will see that with gratitude comes 
greater happiness and less stress. 

I also saw a quote from the book The Power of Small: Why 
little things make all the difference by Linda Kaplan Thaler 
and Robin Koval. They state that ÔGetting noticed in a 
meaningful way is less about the grand gesture and more about 
the small, thoughtful things we do every day. ThereÕs often a 
pay-it-forward beauty to going that extra inch. It can be as 
easy as writing a thank-you note that isnÕt expected, or asking 
after your colleaguesÕ children by name. Too often in our 
elbows-out world, itÕs assumed that being considerate and 
being competitive are mutually exclusive. The opposite is 
true.Õ

The idea of *Pay It Forward is something that our Middle 
Syndicate is focusing on this term. I believe it is more than just 
a Ônice gestureÕ there are many powerful social and emotional 
benefits to this that can having a positive effect on learning.

New insights from many different fields are converging to 
create a new science of learning that may transform 
educational practices.  One of the key principles, across a 

range of areas and ages that arise from the new learning 
research is that learning is social. People, even infants, learn 
better through social cues. We most readily learn and re-enact 
an event when a person produces it.  Social factors also play a 
role in life-long learning Ñ new social technologies (for 
example, text messaging, Facebook, and Twitter) tap humans' 
drive for social communication.
 
The young learn best from people in human social interaction. 
The goal for educators is to create teaching tools to harness the 
benefits of such cooperative learning. The reason that social 
networking technology is so popular today is that it allows 
people to tap a 'distributed knowledge base'. They can engage 
in collaborative learning and inform each other, even work in 
groups, at great distances. This is great preparation for the 'real 
world' in the 21st Century, because the 'real world' now 
includes technology. 

Of course, very young children learn socially and need people, 
not technology to thrive. After infancy however the world of 
technology opens up and they expand their learning 
experiences to use the new tools. 

The Board of Trustees and staff at are at present developing 
our new school Strategic Plan. The use of technology will be 
one of our key strategic goals. We will be endeavouring to 
provide a school ICT environment that enhances opportunities 
for inquiry and learning in addition to facilitating the sort of 
collaboration that is such a powerful learning tool for our 
children.

* For those of you unaware of the Pay it Forward reference 
y o u m a y l i k e t o r e a d t h e w i k i p e d i a e n t r y 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pay_it_forward . 

Kind regards

Allan Short
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ROAD SAFETY TIP

CARS SHOULD PROVIDE 

SUITABLE RETRAINTS FOR ALL 

PASSENGERS. IT IS THE 

DRIVERÕS RESPONSIBILITY TO 

SEE THAT PASSENGERS ARE 

CORRECTLY RESTRAINED.

Chaos at the School Gate
Victoria Ave School is participating in the Auckland City CouncilÕs ÔChaos at the School GateÕ 
programme.  It involves placing parking officers on patrol outside schools to observe non-compliant 
behaviours and issue tickets to those illegally parked.
 
The Chaos at the School Gate programme has been very successful and is helping to reduce the 
danger to children as well as improve traffic flow around schools.

School Times                                                          
School Starts:      8.50am
Lunch:     12.30-1.30pm
School Finishes:   3.00pm 

Stationery Shop  
Tues  8.30 - 8.50am
Thurs  8.30 - 8.50am

Uniform Shop
Fri    8.30-9.00am

Lunch Orders 
Subway: Wed and Fri  

Sushi:  Thurs only:  $6 - 8pce,  $5 - 6pce and $ 3.50 - 4pce 
Order forms/instructions are on our  web site under ÒOur SchoolÓ.

Term Dates 2009 
Term 4 Mon 12 Oct to  Wed 16 Dec 2009

Term Dates 2010
Term 1 Thur 4 Feb to Thur 1 April 2010
Term 2 Mon 19 April to Fri 2 July 2010
Term 3 Mon 19 July to Fri 24 Sept 2010
Term 4 Mon 11 Oct to  Fri 17 Dec 2010IM
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COMING EVENTS ~ please see the calendar on the website
http://victoriaave.com

Week 2 Term 4
Mon 19th   Hearing and Vision Testing    
Tues 20th    Korean Parents Meeting, 1.30pm
  Junior School Pyjama Day
Weds 21st   Year 6 Waterwise Programme
  Choir Rehearsal at the Remuera Intermediate, 10.00-1.30pm
  Chinese Parents Meeting, 1.30pm
Thurs 22nd   
Fri 23rd   Assembly Ð Room 9

Additions and Alterations to the Calendar
Room 21 will be having their photo taken on 9 Nov
PTS function scheduled for 12 Nov has been cancelled.

After School and Holiday Community Based 
Programmes and Activities

Community based groups have approached us to inform parents of 
various activities available locally. Information for these activities is in 
the basket in the foyer and on our website: 

http://victoriaave.com/our-people/our-community
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Room Three h^s looked ^t our environment, wh^t we enjoy ^bout it 
^nd some of the issues th^t f^ce e^ch ^nd every one of us. 

WeÕd like to ^sk you:

Which window would YOU prefer 
to look out of>

Polluted     

OR

Cle^n

REMINDER: Grandparents Day ~ Tuesday 27th October



SPORT

Lunchtime Ice Blocks
Ice block sales will start again 
this Friday.  These will be on 

sale at lunchtime at 12.45 and 
will be $2 each.

Yummy Stickers - Final Tally 5746
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The total count for the school was 
5746 and the winning class with 
the most stickers was Room 16 
with 847.
Also a special mention should be 
made for Joel Gillan in Room 5 
with a personal tally of 514.
My boys in Rooms 9 and 16 each 
got over 600 each, but that was 
thanks to very enthusiastic 
grandparents who collected most 
of the stickers for them!
Stella Joe

Change of date:  
PTS Wine evening at the Barrel Room on 
November 12th is no longer taking place.  
We will be having an alternative event and 
pre-order sales of Morton Estate wine will 
be available.  Details to be confirmed soon.

Baseball tournament for the  
Year 3/4 team  

at Crossfields reserve, 
Glendowie: 

21st October Leaving school 
at 8.30am returning 3.00pm.
A notice has been sent out 

with your child.

DATES FOR SENIOR SPORTS

* Cricket and Softball against 
Dilworth: !3rd November

*Cricket and Softball against Kings: 
17th November

Both fixtures will be held after lunch 
leaving school at 12.45 and returning 

at 3.00pm.

WATERWISE FOR YEAR 6 
~ A  letter is coming 

home today, together 
with an invoice.

VICTORIA AVENUE SCHOOL SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE, SAFE DRIVING WHEN 
TALKING ON YOUR MOBILE PHONE.

!
A law change in November will mean it will be an offence to talk on your mobile phones whilst 
driving unless you use a handsfree mobile phone carkit.  We can offer you a UNIDEN 
Bluetooth wireless handsfree BTSC1500 carkit for $149 including Gst.  $20 from each 
purchase will go to our school , Victoria Avenue School.

This Uniden Carkit is ideal for most bluetooth technology mobile phones.  No installation is 
required - it is easy to set up.  Slim and simple to use.  15hr talktime.  12 month warranty.  For 
more information go to www.uniden.co.nz/NEW_ZEALAND/p_btsc1500_index.asp
!
If you would like to find out more or to purchase a Uniden carkit through the school, contact 
Scott on 021 394393 scott@hmbe.co.nz or Rachael on 021 422206, 
scott_rachael@clear.net.nz. 

PTS NEWS

BASKET BALL
Results: Year 3/4 Teams!
Vicky Ave Blue won against Kohi Xtreme 12 Ð 4. Great shooting from Edward Swift 
and player of the day Alisha Chinn.
Vicky Ave Green had a great game against Parnell Primary School with Josh 
Kennard player of the day and magic moment went to Michael Peters.

Senior Practice Times:  Monday lunchtime and Tuesday morning 7.45am - 8.30am

http://www.uniden.co.nz/NEW_ZEALAND/p_btsc1500_index.asp
http://www.uniden.co.nz/NEW_ZEALAND/p_btsc1500_index.asp
mailto:scott@hmbe.co.nz
mailto:scott@hmbe.co.nz
mailto:scott_rachael@clear.net.nz


Uniform News
Online Shop

OUR ONLINE SHOP IS OPEN!! 

The website address is www.victoriaave.com and the menu for the shop is on the left hand side of our 
home page. 

You can now order and pay online for all  uniform items, and the order will be delivered to your childÕs 
class within 3 school days. 

The uniform shop at the school will  now only open on Fridays from 8.30 to 9.00am, and on the first 
day of each term from 8.30 to 9.00am.  It will no longer be open on Thursdays.

We will advise you as other non uniform items become available on line on the website shop.

Naming Uniform

It is with some concern that we see children's names appearing in large, bold print on the outside of 
their clothes.

On this website, http://www.crime.co.nz/c-files.aspx?ID=31008 - comes this advice: 

ÒSafety while Out and About
Although child stealing and abductions are not as common place in New Zealand as some other 
countries, they can and do happen, we suggest:
When dressing your child:

¥ DonÕt let your children wear clothes with their names on the outside of them (this makes them 
an easy target. A child will be more likely to follow someone away if that person knows the 
childÕs name.)Ó

All uniform items should be named, but please do this on the inside of the items for your 
childÕs safety.

Lost Property

All clothing lost property is kept in the bins outside Room 7 in the Atrium area of the Junior School.

This lost property is regularly checked and all named articles are returned to the owner.

The unnamed items are kept in the sick bay as spare clothing or, if they remain unclaimed, will  be 
included in the second-hand sale or placed in the charity clothing bin at the top of the TeachersÕ 
Driveway.

Valuable items eg watches, spectacles, money etc are kept in the school office and will be advertised 
on the school website.

Second-hand Uniform Sale

Twice a year, the PTS will have a sale of donated second-hand uniform.  

The next sale is on 13 November, from 2pm-3pm, in the hall.   
If you have any items you wish to donate, please drop them at the office.

It is also our intention to have a bulletin board on the school web-site where you can advertise 
second-hand uniform for sale.  We will let you know when this is available.

Jenny and Jo

ACCOUNTS OFFICE

http://www.crime.co.nz/c-files.aspx?ID=31008
http://www.victoriaave.com
http://www.victoriaave.com
http://www.crime.co.nz/c-files.aspx?ID=31008


Trick or Treat? Halloween Party
Treat yourself to the PTS festivities

Friday 30th October - 5:00pm to 7:00 pm (rain or shine)

¥ FREE games, lolly bags and prizes (while they last)
¥ Prizes for the Best, Scariest & Cutest Costumes
¥ Sausages $2, Chips $2, Drinks $2
¥ Adult refreshments $5

Parent help would be greatly appreciated.  Also any seniors and older 
siblings can help with the games. Please email Jan Sheridan at 
jan.sheridan@oasystems.co.nz  if you are available to help, providing the 
details below. Alternatively return this form to the school office ASAP 
before Friday 23 rd .  !

Parent Helper:  ___________________ Phone & email:____________
_______________________

Student Helper: __________________ Room & email:____________
_______________________

Setup 3pm Ð 5pm !

Sausage Sizzle 4pm Ð 5pm
5pm Ð 6pm
6pm Ð 7pm

!
!
!

Food Sales & Games 5pm Ð 6pm
6pm Ð 7pm

!
!

!
Cleanup 7pm Ð 8pm !

mailto:jan.sheridan@oasystems.co.nz
mailto:jan.sheridan@oasystems.co.nz

